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LD4SOS JANUARY 2020 NEWSLETTER
This month’s newsletter demonstrates that the policies we have been fighting for for so long are
relevant and necessary to treat seekers of sanctuary properly and in accordance with the UK’s
international obligations. In contrast, the Conservative Government continues to treat people badly, and
break the law rather than change their ways. These Refugee Council points are crucial, and all are
Liberal Democrat policy. It isn’t going to be at all easy, but working with our Parliamentarians in both
the Commons and Lords, as well as with the campaigning sector, we will to continue to do what we can
to implement our hopes and policies to make a good life for those who have sought sanctuary in the UK.

LD4SOS AT SPRING CONFERENCE, YORK
Come and see us at the Exhibition in the Barbican Centre – Stand 13
 Collect our latest information sheets
 Treat yourself to an orange pen (£1 suggested donation)
 Meet the team and like-minded people
 Ask your questions (and hopefully get answers)
 Catch up on campaigning ideas
Our Fringe meeting is on Saturday 14th March 19.45 to 21.00 in the Riverside Room of the Novotel
Hotel. "Lift the Ban" - campaign for the right to work for asylum seekers. What Liberal Democrats
have done, what the situation is elsewhere and how we can get involved at every level. Mary Brandon,
Campaign Projects Manager for Yorkshire and Humber from Asylum Matters, Dr. Ruvi Ziegler from
LD4SOS and Christine Jardine MP will speak and then answer questions.

CHILD REFUGEES and FAMILY REUNION
Barely 2 days in and the new Government has moved to scrap our hard-won protections for child
refugees, but we are very pleased that all eleven of our MPs were there voting for the amendment to
keep them. Last year many organisations and people of all parties and none successfully campaigned
together for a vital amendment forcing the Government to negotiate a new arrangement protecting the
family reunion rights of unaccompanied children in Europe after Brexit. But the new Government used
their majority to remove these protections from law. This is a threat to so much of what we stand for.
Right now across Europe refugee families are separated. On Lesvos, 13,500 people are crammed into a
camp designed for fewer than 3,000, with children losing hope of ever leaving. Family reunion is one of
the few legal routes still open to unaccompanied children in Europe to escape desperate situations and
rebuild their lives in the care of family members.
In the debate, Tim Farron spoke up saying we should "sign up long term to the vulnerable refugees
resettlement scheme and, indeed, to accept in full the Dubs amendment and do our best by the most
vulnerable people on this planet, child refugees".
“WITHOUT MY FAMILY” REPORT. Amnesty International, the Refugee Council, and Save the Children
have launched a thorough and factual report, “WITHOUT MY FAMILY” with good recommendations that
we support.
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A NEW BILL. However, all is not lost. Sally Hamwee has tabled a Bill in the House of Lord “Information
on Refugees (Family Reunion) Bill” in the House of Lords and you can see our write up of it here,
including a link to the actual Bill, along with more on the report quoted above.
PETITION. Please do sign this petition from Amnesty International on reuniting refugee families and
share it with others. Getting more names on the petition could help influence what happens next.
ACTION. There is a toolkit for local level campaigning to allow children who have arrived in the UK to be
reunited with their parents, by allowing them to be here.
FACT CHECK. Many people who contacted their MPs about family reunion got a response with a letter
from the Security Minister that seeks to justify watering down the government's obligations. Here's Safe
Passage fact check responding to the Minister's points.

CHALLENGE. Meanwhile Christine Jardine (who has been reappointed as Lib Dem Home Affairs
spokesperson - congratulations) has been challenging the Minister on slow progress on the UK not
accepting child refugees from elsewhere in Europe.
ACTION IN THE LORDS. An amendment by Alf Dubs to the EU (Withdrawal Agreement Bill) that Sally
Hamwee had put her name to was spoken to with passion and compassion by her, Shas Sheehan and
Paul Scriven as well as others. The amendment would have ensured the continuation after the end of
the transition period of current arrangements, derived from EU law, regarding protection for refugee
children and family reunification For the Hansard excerpt see here (Columns 750-770).
Days later, by 300 to 220, the House of Lords passed an amendment to the EU Withdrawal Agreement
Bill to maintain the rights of unaccompanied refugee children elsewhere in Europe to be reunited with
their family members in the UK. Following the vote, Sally Hamwee said: “Liberal Democrats will not
stand by while the Conservative Government uses Brexit to undermine the UK’s proud tradition of
providing sanctuary to some of the world’s most vulnerable people. I am proud that Liberal Democrat
peers have, along with the tireless campaigner Lord Dubs, passed this crucial amendment to uphold our
commitments to child refugees. I hope that MPs will resist government pressure to overturn today’s vote
in the House of Commons.”
STOP PRESS. BACK TO THE COMMONS. However when this returned to the House of Commons,
despite much lobbying of Tory MPs, and Christine Jardine writing to all Conservative MPs asking them to
do the right thing & vote to keep Lords amendments to Withdrawal Bill protecting EU citizens & the
rights of child refugees, the vote for the amendment was lost.
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As Ed Davey said “Hugely disappointed that the government has again voted to strip out its
guarantees to reuniting child refugees. We will continue our fight to ensure children are put before
politics”
We are now reliant on “trust” that the Government will continue previous commitments for the plight
of those vulnerable child refugees. The vote has been lost, but it is more important than ever that the
campaign continues and we all continue to make the necessary noise.
EXPLANATION OF PROCESS. There is a simple explanation of what the whole process is, and why, in this
link from “Each Other”.

CHILD TRAFFICKING. In the House of Lords Dee Doocey has been challenging the Government on
how they support victims of child trafficking, and Sally Hamwee was chasing up the appointment of
Independent Child Trafficking Guardians, quoting the Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner saying
that we should “ensure that all child victims of slavery are fully supported towards safety.”

DETENTION
We agree entirely with Detention Action on continuing to campaign on
these issues, after the election. They are all Liberal Democrat policy,
and it is going to be so much more difficult with the new Government,
but we must and will continue.

RIGHT TO RENT. Christine Jardine is backing the Joint Council for the Welfare of Immigrants in their
court case to end the racist Right to Rent legislation. JCWI won the case but as Christine tweets,
“Very disappointing that the Government is wasting taxpayers’ money appealing the High Court’s ruling
that their “Right to Rent” policy is unlawful. Ministers should do the right thing: drop their appeal &
scrap this discriminatory Hostile Environment law immediately.”

DECISION MAKING. We strongly agree with this report from the Law Commission reported in The
Guardian In the asylum field it is about bad decision making by the Home Office. Their employees are
overstretched with insufficient relevant training on difficult rules in a hostile environment. The whole
system needs radical reform including better training of decision makers, as in our policy document
here.

ZIMBABWE. It is shocking that Zimbabwean asylum seekers whom the Home Office wants to remove
back to their country of origin are being forced to meet those who persecuted them when returned, as
in this Guardian article. A breach of their human rights?

PEERS ON QUEENS SPEECH. There were important points on refugee and asylum issues made on
the Queen’s Speech from our Peers in the House of Lords. Roger Roberts spoke on immigration, the
need for asylum seekers to have the Right to Work, and the tragedies around unaccompanied child
refugees - but always giving hope. Sally Hamwee spoke on the impact of Brexit on Immigration, learning
English, and NHS employees. Also on the crucial need for a "safe environment", not "hostile
environment" for immigrants.

PLACES OF SANCTUARY. Congratulations to Cheltenham Council, led by Liberal Democrats, on
becoming a Town of Sanctuary. Let us know if you have made any progress in your area.
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LAND GRAB ON THE WEST BANK. Israel has approved nearly 2000 new settler homes on occupied
Palestinian territories. Not only is this illegal, but tourism companies likeTrip Advisor are profiting from
stolen land. Amnesty International are asking people to tell them to stop profiting from war crimes.
Treating profound problems and conflicts as a commercial opportunity makes them acceptable and thus
encourages people to ignore them. We should be doing what we can to resolve such conflicts.

HOME OFFICE LAW BREAKING YET AGAIN. We have a government that breaks the law, and
doesn't care. How long can this go on? The Government’s £1,000 fee for registering children as British
citizens has been struck down as unlawful by the High Court, in what has been described as a “landmark
ruling.” A government which ignores legal rulings is the beginning of the end of our democracy.

Page 4 of 4

