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EXAMPLES IN THE LAST 2 YEARS OF THE HOME OFFICE BEING FOUND TO 
HAVE ACTED ILLEGALLY 

 

EXTRACTS FROM LD4SOS NEWSLETTERS 
 

June 2021 
Napier Barracks –Home Office acts illegally again! 

Yet again the Home Office has been caught breaking the law.  The Judge ruled that the barracks 
provided inadequate, unsafe accommodation. The decision to send people to the barracks went 
against all COVID guidance, and Priti Patel had full knowledge that it would cause an outbreak. The 
ruling also found that residents of Napier Barracks were unlawfully detained there. 
 
This ruling came after repeated warnings from senior public health officials, including Public 
Health England (PHE), that the site could never be made COVID-secure.  As Satbir Singh, the Chief 
Executive of the Joint Council for the Welfare of Immigrants (JCWI), said: 
"Today’s judgment proves that this Government not only ignores its own rules, but that 
it is reckless with people’s lives. Asylum seekers were unlawfully detained in appalling, crowded 
conditions. This was against all COVID guidance and Priti Patel had full knowledge that it would 
cause an outbreak”. 
 
In his ruling Justice Linden said he did not accept that the accommodation “was adequate for the 
health of the claimants”, and the Home Office’s view that it was adequate “was irrational”.  Lives 
were put at risk in order to save money.  He also criticised the “detention-like” setting for the 
men, noting that they were supposed to be living there voluntarily pending the determination of 
their claims. 
  
We have previously reported on the appalling conditions at both Napier and Penally Barracks and 
were horrified that the Government’s New Plan for Immigration document proposed “reception 
centres” of newly arrived asylum seekers, which would almost certainly be based on this 
model.  Perhaps this judgement will remind the Home Office not only that we all have to obey the 
law but that people who come here seeking sanctuary should be treated with dignity.  
  
The campaign to close the barracks continues and in May Close the Camps UK held a Festival of 
Solidarity where more than 200 campaigners from different local groups came together to call for 
the barracks to close.  You can still email your MP to ask them to support the call to close the 
barracks through Refugee Action’s website.  Also please share the campaign using the hashtag 
#CloseTheBarracks. 
  
The judgement also confirms the wisdom of our Alistair Carmichael MP’s call In a recent Commons 
debate for a formal independent inspection regime for asylum accommodation. 
 

April 2021 
Failing to be accountable for death in a detention centre 
Home Secretary Priti Patel has been found to be accountable for failures in ensuring that deaths in 
immigration detention centres are properly investigated. 
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Judges have ruled that three of her detention policies breached human rights rules and that she 
could not frustrate or undermine inquiries into the death of Mr Oscar Lucky Okwurime who was 
found dead in Harmondsworth immigration removal centre last year.  The Home Office tried to 
deport a key witness five days after the death before he could provide any evidence  
The full report from “United Kingdom Immigration and Asylum (AIT/IAC) Unreported Judgments” 
can be read here. https://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKAITUR/2021/JR006262020.html 
 

January 2021 

Court Rulings on Right to Work and Victims of Trafficking  
In December, the High Court ruled that Home Office policy on permission to work for asylum 
seekers is unlawful to the extent that it doesn’t make allowances for potential victims of human 
trafficking. This week, a further rule was announced declaring the same Home Office policy 
unlawful when applied to asylum seekers specifically. Free Movement have a comprehensive blog 
post on the case.  
The Lift the Ban secretariat is seeking clarification on the implications of both these rulings and will 
share information in due course as more become clear.  
 

December 2020 
Failing disabled asylum seekers 
The High Court has made yet another damning judgement against the Home Office saying that 
they were unlawful.  This case was about delays in relocating disabled asylum seekers into 
accommodation suitable for them and their initial provision of support.   It also slammed them for 
failures in monitoring housing contractors’ performance in securing the accommodation.  It was 
about highly vulnerable asylum seekers who had disabilities and serious illnesses and were left 
homeless and without support.  You can read the whole of the judgement here 
https://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2020/3416.pdf  
 

July 2020 
Detention 
A County Court has ruled that the Home Office should pay over £100k in damages to the claimant, 
unlawfully detained for 410 days. The Judge found that detention caused the claimant’s PTSD and 
awarded significant personal injury damages. 

 
 
 

January 2020 
Home Office law breaking yet again  

We have a government that breaks the law, and doesn't care. How long can this go on? The 
Government’s £1,000 fee for registering children as British citizens has been struck down as 
unlawful by the High Court, in what has been described as a “landmark ruling.” A government 
which ignores legal rulings is the beginning of the end of our democracy. 
 

August 2019 
Detention centre abuse 
It is very good news indeed that the High Court has ruled that the enquiry into immigration 
detention centre abuse has to be in public. This is a first, but does not in itself resolve the issues. 
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https://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2020/3416.pdf
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Whilst conditions must be good and people be treated with humanity – options in the community 
should replace detention, so that it is used as an absolute last resort and for the minimum of time. 
 

April 2019 
A Home Office fit for purpose?  
As well as many well researched reports revealing Home Office shortcomings in how it deals with 
those seeking sanctuary, there are as many as THREE court cases reported in this newsletter 
where the Home Office has been found to be dealing with a situation wrongly by the High Court. 
Surely this is a strong message that the Home Office is not fit for purpose. It needs radical reform 
as outlined in Lib Dem policy, and a swift end to the Hostile Environment. 
Torture Claims  
Freedom From Torture, Helen Bamber Foundation and Medical Justice have pursued the Home 
Office through the courts to help victims of torture with claims for asylum. The Home Office 
should be ashamed at yet again having to be ordered by a court to do what is right and humane. 
Victims of trafficking and slavery  
Yet again it takes a High Court judge to tell our Home Office they are acting illegally, as reported 
here. Anyone with humanity would know it takes more than 45 days to stop needing support after 
being rescued from slavery. 

 
High Court suspends Home Office deportation policy  
Some good news on a court case here as the High Court delivered the latest in a series of blows to 
the Government’s ‘hostile environment’ immigration policy. Medical Justice has been granted an 
interim injunction, which will prevent the Home Office from removing or deporting people from 
the country without notice. 
Yet again it takes a High Court judge to tell our Home Office they are acting illegally, as reported 
here. Anyone with humanity would know it takes more than 45 days to stop needing support after 
being rescued from slavery. 
 

All this is yet more evidence that the Home Office is not fit for purpose.  
The Liberal Democrats will strip it of its powers over immigration and asylum  

and set up a new, arms-length body to process applications fairly and lawfully. 
 
The document, “Decision Making on Asylum Applications” gives more information on how Liberal 
Democrats would radically change how decisions are made and transfer functions from Home 
Office and can be found here in our Policies. 
 

https://ld4sos.org.uk/en/document/policies/decision-making-on-asylum-applications.pdf

